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move up stream. But, as for starting to go back, the men
wouldn’t listen to anything of the kind, as there was to be a
grand fandango in town that night, and they had all an-
ticipated going there. = They went, and I remained on board
all night to watch the boat and goods.

Next morning the men came staggering in, and threw them-
selves down on the rolls of calico and blankets, where they
slept until afternoon. About two o’clock they had all got up,
and were preparing some food, when I gave them to under-
stand that we must start at sun-down. They gave no answer,
and having ate, they went to sleep again.

As the sun was going out of sight, I roused the men, direct-
ing them to get out the tow-line, poles, and to run up stream.
They paid no attention to what I said, but gathered around one
of their number, a big half-breed, who insolently told me that
it would be impossible for us to ascend Red River, because of
high water and the strong current at this season of the year. I
knew the fellow was lying, for I had seen the river the last
summer, and knew that if we had any trouble it would be from
low water. And I was obliged to give the man a severe
whaling, tying his hands and feet, and threatening the others
with a similar dose, before they would go to their duty.

The men worked steadily that night, part of the time towing
and poling, and sometimes taking advantage of the eddies in
the lea of projecting points. The big half-breed begged to be
released the next morning, and made no more trouble during the
trip. The boat soon entered Red River, where we found suffici-
ent water to float us, but had to make a number of portages be-
fore reaching what is called La Grange, a small French settle-
ment, (the French claimed all west of the Mississippi in those
days,) but the men did not offer to leave at this point, for they
paid strict obedience to me since I punished their leader, and
were growing more respectful each day as we approached the
end of our journey.

We started in June, and had been gone three months, and it
being September, I was anxious to get back, for the goods were
much needed at the trading post.



